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Mr Martin will meet British Prime Minister Boris Johnson and President Joe
Biden in the coming days where they will discuss the ongoing crisis in
Ukraine.

On Friday evening, the Taoiseach will attend a reception hosted by the Lord
Mayor of the City of London, Vincent Keaveny, where he will meet members
of the business community from the UK as well as Ireland. On Saturday, the
Taoiseach will attend an Enterprise Ireland business event and roundtable at
the Embassy of Ireland.

Mr Martin is also to attend the Six Nations match between Ireland and
England at Twickenham, which will include a bilateral meeting with British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson. It is understood the leaders will discuss Irish
and British relations amid the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.

Wednesday, March 16, will feature a series of economic engagements
including a Women in Business Executive roundtable, a US Chamber of
Commerce and Science Foundation Ireland event, and the Ireland Funds
30th National Gala.

Taoiseach to discuss Ukraine crisis with Biden and Johnson amid St Patrick’s Day events (irishexaminer.com)



https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/politics/arid-40826615.html
https://www.offalyexpress.ie/news/offaly-life/725171/offaly-school-urged-to-take-part-in-initiative-promoting-empathy-and-kindness.html
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The leaders will discuss the ongoing crisis in Ukraine as well as the Northern
Ireland Protocol.

Following his trip to the UK, Mr Martin will travel to Washington DC where he
will meet US president Joe Biden.

On Friday the Taoiseach will attend a reception hosted by the Lord Mayor of
the City of London Vincent Keaveny, where he will meet members of the
business community from the UK and Ireland.

On Tuesday a cultural programme will include a ceremony in honour of the
late former SDLP leader and civil rights campaigner John Hume, a Tourism
Ireland reception and a performance of Riverdance.

A spokesman for the Government said Wednesday will feature a series of
economic engagements, including a Women in Business Executive roundtable,
a US Chamber of Commerce and Science Foundation Ireland event, and the
Ireland Funds’ 30th National Gala.

On St Patrick’s Day, the Taoiseach will attend a series of events at the White
House and Capitol Hill, including a breakfast hosted by US vice president
Kamala Harris, the Speakers Lunch on Capitol Hill, a bilateral between the
Taoiseach and Mr Biden, as well as the traditional Shamrock Ceremony and
Ambassador’s St Patrick’s Day Reception.

In meetings, the leaders are expected to discuss the cultural and economic ties
between Ireland and the US, as well as the situation in Ukraine and ongoing
support for the Good Friday Agreement.

Irish premier Micheal Martin to hold meeting with Boris Johnson - BelfastTelegraph.co.uk



https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/republic-of-ireland/irish-premier-micheal-martin-to-hold-meeting-with-boris-johnson-41436581.html
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Taoiseach to meet US President at Ireland Funds dinner the day before White House meeting (thejournal.ie)



https://www.thejournal.ie/taoiseach-st-patricks-day-white-house-5704335-Mar2022/
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Taciseach Micheal Martin is to meet British prime minister Boris Johnson over the weekend
as part of a programme of events to mark St Patrick’s Day.

The leaders will discuss the ongoing crisis in Ukraine as well as the Northemn Ireland Protocol

Following his trip to the UK, Mr Martin will travel to Washington DC where he will meet US
president Joe Biden.

On Friday the Taoiseach will attend a reception hosted by the lord mayor of the City of
London Vincent Keaveny, where he will meet members of the business community from the
UK and Ireland

https://laois-nationalist.ie/2022/03/11/taoiseach-micheal-martin-to-hold-meeting-with-boris-johnson/
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Taoiseach Micheal Martin will travel to London taday (Friday) for the start of a
programme of events to mark 5t. Patrick’s Day in both the UK and Washington
DC.

Culminating in the traditional visit to the White House to meet US President
Joe Biden on Thursday March 17, the 8-day trip will look to celebrate and
deepen the strong cultural and economic ties between Ireland and the US and
UK.

This evening, the Taciseach will attend a reception hosted by the Lord Mayor of
the City of London Vincent Keaveny, where he will meet members of the
business community from the UK as well as Ireland.

On Saturday, the Taciseach will attend an Enterprise Ireland business event and
roundtable at the Embassy of Ireland.

He will then attend the Six Nations match between Ireland and England at
Twickenham, which will include a bilateral meeting with British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson.

Itis expected the leaders will discuss Irish and British relations and the ongoing
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.

The day will conclude with a dinner where the the Taniseach will be guest of

honour of the 5t. Patrick’s Day Ball Committee.

Wednesday March 16 will feature a series of economic engagements, including
a Women in Business Executive roundtable, a US Chamber of Commerce and
Science Foundation Ireland event, and the Ireland Funds 30th National Gala.

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/of84b-taciseach-micheal-martin-travels-to-london-and-

washington-for-st-patricks-day-events/
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The leaders will discuss the ongoing crisis in Ukraine as well as the

Northern Ireland Protocol.

Following his trip to the UK, Mr Martin will travel to Washington DC where

he will meet US president Joe Biden.

On Friday the Taoiseach attended a reception hosted by the Lord Mayor
of the City of London Vincent Keaveny, where he met members of the

business community from the UK and Ireland.

https://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/politics/martin-to-hold-meeting-with-boris-johnson-over-

protocol-3608537
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TAOISEACH MICHEAL Martin will today, Friday 11 March, travel to London for the start
of a programme of events to mark St Patrick’s Day in both the UK and Washington DC.

Culminating in the traditional visit to the White House to meet US President Joe Biden on
Thursday March 17, the 8-day trip will look to celebrate and deepen the strong cultural and
economic ties between Ireland and the US and UK.

This evening, the Taoiseach will attend a reception hosted by the Lord Mayor of the City of
London Vincent Keaveny, where he will meet members of the business community from
the UK as well as Ireland.

On Saturday, he will attend an Enterprise Ireland business event and roundtable at the
Embassy of Ireland.

This will be followed by attendance at the Six Nations match between Ireland and England
at Twickenham, which will include a bilateral meeting with British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson.

Wednesday March 16 will feature a series of economic engagements, including a Women in
Business Executive roundtable, a US Chamber of Commerce and Science Foundation
Ireland event, and The Ireland Funds' 30th National Gala.

Taoiseach travels to London for beginning of eight days of St Patrick's Day engagements | The Irish Post



https://www.irishpost.com/news/taoiseach-travels-to-london-for-beginning-of-eight-days-of-st-patricks-day-engagements-231126
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St Patrick’s Day events

During the visit to New York, the Sinn Féin leaders will also meet with Irish American
community organisations in New York before travelling to Washington to meet with

Congressional leaders and members of the Biden Administration.
The leaders will also attend a number of events to mark St. Patrick’s Day.

McDonald will also attend the Ireland Funds dinner which the Taoiseach as well as high-

profile American politicians.

Sinn Féin advert to run in New York Times as Mary Lou McDonald heads Stateside (thejournal.ie)



https://www.thejournal.ie/mary-lou-mcdonald-st-patricks-day-usa-5707337-Mar2022/
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The Taoiseach has said the situation in Ukraine will be "upmost"

during discussions with Boris Johnson this weekend.

Micheal Martin is to meet the British Prime Minister tomorrow during
the Six Nations rughy match between Ireland and England at

Twickenham.

Arriving at a reception hosted by the Lord Mayor of the City of
London Vincent Keaveny, Mr Martin joked that he hopes Ireland can

beat England while he is sitting alongside Mr Johnson.

He continued: "We will have some discussions obviously because
right throughout the weekend the plight of the people of Ukraine is

upmost in our mind.
"The relationship and the very constructive partnership between the
United Kingdom, the European Union and the United States has

been vital for standing up for democracy.”

The leaders will discuss the ongoing crisis in Ukraine as well as the

MNorthern Ireland Protocol.

Following his trip to the UK, Mr Martin will travel to Washington DC

where he will meet US President Joe Biden.

https://www.rte.ie/news/politics/2022/0311/1285889-st-patricks-day/)



https://www.thejournal.ie/mary-lou-mcdonald-st-patricks-day-usa-5707337-Mar2022/
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Taoiseach Micheal Martin is to meet British Prime Minister Boris Johnson over the weekend as part of a

programme of events to mark St Patrick’s Day.
The leaders will discuss the ongoing crisis in Ukraine as well as the Northern Ireland Protocol.

Following his trip to Britain, Mr Martin will travel to Washington DC where he will meet US president Joe
Biden.

To Friday the Taocizeach will attend a reception hosted by the Lord Mayor of the City of London Vinecent

Keaveny, where he will meet members of the business community from the UK and Ireland.

Tomorrow, the Taciseach will attend an Enterprise Ireland business event and roundtable at the Embassy of
Ireland.

Mr Martin will then watch the Six Nations match between Ireland and England at Twickenham, which will
include a bilateral meeting with Mr Boris Johnson.

It is expected the leaders will discuss Irish and British relations and the ongoing humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine.

The day will conclude with a dinner at which the Taciseach will be guest of honour of the 5t Patrick's Day Ball

Committee.

https://www.irishnews.com/news/republicofirelandnews/2022/03/11/news/taoiseach-micheal-martin-

to-hold-meeting-with-boris-johnson-2612627/
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Taoiseach Micheal Martin is travelling to Washington DC on Monday where he will meet President Joe
Biden.

Mr Martin will meet President Biden at the White House for St Patrick's Day for the first time after he could
not travel to the US last year due to the pandemic.

The leaders are expected to discuss the economic ties between Ireland and the US, as well as the situation
in Ukraine and ongoing support for the Good Friday Agreement.

But President Biden is also expected to say whether he and the first lady, Jill Biden will visit Ireland during

his presidential term.

Taoiseach Micheal Martin has previously spoken of how President Biden has said “try stop me” when he

has spoken of travelling to Ireland.

On Tuesday, there will be a cultural programme which will include lunch for Irish-American Congressman
Richie Neal, a ceremony in honour of former SDLP leader and civil rights campaigner John Hume, a Tourism
Ireland reception and special performance of Riverdance.

On Wednesday, Mr Martin will attend a series of economic engagements, including a Women in Business
Executive roundtable, a US Chamber of Commerce and Science Foundation Ireland event, and the Ireland
Funds 30th National Gala.

On Thursday, Mr Martin will spend the majority of the day at the White House and Capitol Hill.

He'll attend a breakfast hosted by US Vice President Kamala Harris and the Speakers Lunch on Capitol Hill.

https://www.irishmirror.ie/news/irish-news/politics/taociseach-travels-washington-meet-president-
26458670




March 14 2022

On Wednesday he will carry out a series of economic engagements, including a
Women in Business Executive roundtable, a US Chamber of Commerce and
Science Foundation Ireland event, and the Ireland Funds’ 30th National Gala.

https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/republic-of-ireland/taoiseach-travels-to-us-to-meet-joe-
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Political Correspondent Christina Finn reporting from New York

SINN FEIN HAS run an advertisement in The New York Times newspaper today calling on the
Irish Government to convene a Citizens” Aszsembly on Irish unity.

The half page ad addressed to the Taoiseach, which is paid for by the Friends of Sinn Féin Inc,
calls for “Irish unity in our time”.

“We believe it is imperative for the Irish Government to plan, prepare and advocate for Irish
unity as provided for in the Good Friday Agreement.

“We call on the Irish Government to convene a Citizens’ Assembly to plan for Irish unity. The
relationship between Ireland and America is a bond of kinship and family forged over
generations,” states the advert.

During the visit to New York, McDonald will meet with Irish American community
organisations, while in Washington DC she is due to meet with Congressional leaders and
members of the Biden Administration.

McDonald will also attend the Ireland Funds dinner which the Taoiseach as well as high-
profile American politicians.

https://www.thejournal.ie/sinn-fein-new-york-times-ad-irish-unity-5710724-Mar2022/
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TAQISEACH Micheal Martin is travelling to Washington DC on Monday for a
series of engagements to mark St Patrick’s Day.

He will meet US President Joe Biden as part of his four-day trip.

It will be the first time the Fianna Fail leader has met Mr Biden at the White
House after last year’s celebrations were scaled back because of the coronavirus

pandemic.

Tomorrow, Mr Martin will take part in a cultural programme, which includes
lunch for Congressman Richie Neal, a ceremony in honour of former SDLP
leader and civil rights campaigner John Hume, a Tourism Ireland reception, and

a special performance of Riverdance.

On Wednesday he will carry out a series of economic engagements, including a
Women in Business Executive roundtable, a US Chamber of Commerce and

Science Foundation Ireland event, and the Ireland Funds’ 30th National Gala.

https://www.echolive.ie/corknews/arid-40828361.html
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https://carlow-nationalist.ie/2022/03/14/taoiseach-travels-to-the-united-states-to-meet-joe-biden/
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https://www.thejournal.ie/taoiseach-st-patricks-day-white-house-5704335-Mar2022/




March 14 2022

On Tuesday, Mr Martin will take part in a cultural programme, which includes
lunch for Congressman Richie Neal, a ceremony in honour of former SDLP
leader and civil rights campaigner John Hume, a Tourism Ireland reception,
and a special performance of Riverdance.

On Wednesday he will carry out a series of economic engagements, including a
Women in Business Executive roundtable, a US Chamber of Commerce and
Science Foundation Ireland event, and the Ireland Funds’ 30th National Gala.

https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/politics/taoiseach-travels-to-washington-to-meet-us-
president-joe-biden-41444817.html/
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Biden is expected to address both gatherings, the 250-person reception and
the Ireland Funds 800+ guests at the sold-out event. President Biden, whose
family traces its ancestral roots to County Louth and Mayo, has long been
known for pride in his Irish ancestry.

He is also set to discuss Ukraine with the Irish leader in an Oval Office
meeting.

Joe Biden to address Ireland Fund at White House reception (irishcentral.com),


https://www.irishcentral.com/news/joe-biden-ireland-fund-white-house
https://www.thejournal.ie/taoiseach-st-patricks-day-white-house-5704335-Mar2022/
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Taoiseach to meet US President at Ireland Funds dinner the day before White House meeting (thejournal.ie)



https://www.thejournal.ie/taoiseach-st-patricks-day-white-house-5704335-Mar2022/
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https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/politics/arid-40829597.html
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Taoiseach Micheal Martin and other political leaders are continuing

their visits to the United States for 5t Patrick's week.

In Washington, the main emphasis of the programme will be on

business and economic links between the two countries.

The Taoiseach and Minister for Transport Eamon Ryan will continue
their meetings with senior US congressional figures, and Mr Martin
will present Science Foundation Ireland awards to John and Patrick
Collison, the founders of financial services firm Stripe at a US

Chamber of Commerce event.

Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou McDonald, and Michelle O'Neill, are also

meeting the Congressional Friends of Ireland group on Capitol Hill.

Tonight the main event is the 30th anniversary of the Ireland Funds
Gala, at which President Joe Biden is expected to make an

appearance.

https://www.rte.ie/news/ireland/2022/0316/1286707-st-patricks-day/
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At a Tourism Ireland reception in the Kennedy Centre in Washington last
night, chief executive Niall Gibbons said they are expecting a big summer
boost for tourismin Ireland.

He told the reception that air connectivity between the US and Ireland
has returned to 90 per cent of what it was before the pandemic in 2019.

Tourism Ireland's Green Button campaign encourages U.S tourists to start
planning a trip to Ireland and features attractions such as the the the Wild
Atlantic Way, Titanic Belfast and the Giant's Causeway.

The focus of the Taoiseach’s St Patrick’s week trip to the U.S will turn to
the economy today as he is due to meet with Irish companies investing in

the States including the Collison brothers who run multibillion euro tech
company Stripe.

The Fianna Fail leader will also address the U.S Chamber of Commerce
before meeting President Joe Biden at the Ireland Funds Gala Dinner.

This is the first time a US President has attended the Ireland Funds dinner
in over 20 years - underlining President Biden’s commitment to Ireland.

https://www.thesun.ie/news/8511844/tourism-ireland-america-air-travel-micheal-martin-riverdance/
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IRELAND’S new U.S Ambassador Claire Cronin has been forced to miss her

first St Patrick’s Day trip to Washington after testing positive for Covid-
19.

Ambassador Cronin was due to fly out to DC this week to attend a series
of events with the Taoiseach including Micheal Martin’s visit to the White
House to meet President Joe Biden.

Former Massachusetts politician Claire Cronin was appointed as the U.S
Ambassador to Ireland by President Joe Biden in December.

Ambassador Cronin was due to attend the Ireland Funds Gala event
tonight where Taoiseach Micheal Martin will meet President Biden.

The Taoiseach is being honoured at the dinner with an International
Leadership Award for his longstanding commitment to public service.

President Biden is the first sitting American leader to attend the annual
Ireland Funds gala dinner in more than 20 years.

https://www.thesun.ie/news/8514094/ireland-covid-19-claire-cronin-us-ambassaor-micheal-martin/
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Taoiseach Micheal Martin will now meet US President Joe Biden at a $1,000 per plate gala dinner on

Wednesday night.

It was expected Mr Martin would meet President Biden at the White House on St Patrick's Day but the US

President in an unusual turn of events, will now be attending the Ireland Funds 30th National Gala.

Speaking in Washington, Mr Martin told reporters that it is not about “getting anything out of” President

Biden and more so a meeting "with one Irish man to another Irish man.”

Although the two leaders will meet on Wednesday night, the bilateral meeting between the pair on
Thursday in the White House will be official where Mr Martin is expected to raise a number of issues

including the war in Ukraine and Irish-American relationships.

He said: "Meeting President Biden, it's not about getting anything out of it in one sense because it's going to

be first of all a pleasant meeting, with one Irish man to another Irish man.

“We will be raising the issue of the undocumented but alse how can we continue to work the existing

channels of legal migration through to the US and Ireland.

https://www.irishmirror.ie/news/irish-news/politics/taoiseach-meet-president-1000-plate-26479506
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https://www.newstalk.com/news/one-irishman-with-another-irishman-taociseach-to-meet-joe-biden-in-

washington-1322510
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Taoiseach Micheal Martin will meet US President Joe Biden tonight as
he's presented with a leadership award in Washington DC.

Micheal Martin will be presented with the International Leadership Award for his
time in public service and efforts during the pandemic.

With prices starting at $1,000 a plate, the Ireland Funds dinner is one of the
most exclusive annual events on the Taoiseach's calendar.

This year it will raise more than a million dollars for charities across the island of
Ireland, with the Taciseach Micheal Martin being honoured with a leadership
award.

This year though he won't be the sole guest of honour, with US President Joe
Biden attending.

It's a rare move for a President and is seen as a sign of Biden's intentions to
charge up the relations between Ireland and the US.

President Biden and the Taoiseach will meet at the event ahead of their bilateral
meeting and the shamrock ceremony tomorrow.

Micheal Martin has said it isn't about demanding things from the US but adds
he will be again raising issues for the undocumented Irish in America.

Some worry the ship has sailed on getting a deal done with current attitudes in
the States towards immigrants, but the Taciseach says he wants to build new,
legal routes to citizenship.

https://www.livegsfm.ie/news/livegs-news/1000-a-plate-for-taoiseachs-dinner-in-washington-dc/
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https://www.thesun.ie/news/8510858/micheal-martin-meet-joe-biden-washington-charity-event/)



https://www.irishcentral.com/news/taoiseach-positive-covid-washington-dc-st-patricks-day
https://www.thejournal.ie/taoiseach-st-patricks-day-white-house-5704335-Mar2022/
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Taciseach Micheal Martin tested positive for COVID-192 late on March 16,
the day before he was to meet with US President Joe Biden on 5t. Patrick’s
Day.

After initially testing negative, the Taoiseach took another COVID test after a
member of the Irish delegation visiting Washington, DC tested positive. His
second, precautionary test came back positive on Wednesday night.

The Taoiseach was already at the Ireland Funds Gala in Washington, DC on
Wednesday night when his positive test came through.

Taoiseach positive for COVID during Washington, DC St. Patrick’s Day visit (irishcentral.com)



https://www.irishcentral.com/news/taoiseach-positive-covid-washington-dc-st-patricks-day
https://www.thejournal.ie/taoiseach-st-patricks-day-white-house-5704335-Mar2022/
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Photo: Joe Biden at Ireland National Gala in Washington DC - WAX031622755_- UPL.com

President Biden Delivers Remarks at The Ireland Funds 3o0th National Gala - YouTube)



https://www.upi.com/News_Photos/view/upi/d784ed4d8807972250bd0c18236398e5/Joe-Biden-at-Ireland-National-Gala-in-Washington-DC/
https://www.irishecho.com/2022/3/biden-congress-host-irish-visitors
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sw6bKX4lug
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Remarks by President Biden at the Ireland Funds 30th National Gala | The White House


https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/03/16/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-ireland-funds-30th-national-gala/
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But it was a trip I'll always remember. Even made — it even made clear what
my mother imbued in her children and her grandchildren: an absolute
certitude that we were equal to every person, and every person was equal to
us. That was my mom — the Speaker has heard me say this before. My mom
would say, “Remember, nobody is better than you. And everyone is your
equal.” That everyone deserved to be treated with a word, I think, the Irish

use more than any other group of people — treated with “dignity.” Dignity.

My father would no more walk by the Chairman of the Board of the DuPont

Company or the shoeshine guy in the DuPont Hotel without saying “hello” to
both.

It’s a certitude built on both our nations that we’ve always shared a deep
spark. Everything between us runs deep — the literature, the poetry, the
sadness, the joy, but, most of all, our resilience. Despite everything, we've
never stopped being dreamers. And I think we Irish are the only people in the

world who actually are nostalgic for the future. (Laughter.)
Think about it. You think I'm kidding. Think about it. (Applause.)

But, of course, that means dealing with the present. At this time, in our time,
we've seen more change and challenge, I believe, than any time in
generations. A once-in-a-century pandemie. An economic unease and
anxiety. An existential threat of the climate crisis. And what we see today in
Ukraine: an unprovoked war of aggression and just a vicious, vicious, vicious

treatment of the Ukrainian people — bombing hospitals and homes and

nurseries.
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T'll be thinking about the annual morning mass at St. Patrick’s Church in
Wilmington, Delaware, where my son Beau and my son Hunter were
members. And we called it St. Patrick’s Day Society that supported the church
and community. The society was started in 1990 by a dear friend, late Father
Jim Trainor, who gathered a group of friends in a tough neighborhood. It
used to be an all Irish neighborhood back at the turn of the 18- — excuse me —
in the turn of the 20th century, but it's now a minority neighborhood; it’s in

trouble.
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And now it’s up to all of us to keep the sense of possibility for every person
who gives up everything in search of a better life. That's been our history. It's

our present. And if we're lucky, it will be our future.

A thousand thanks to all of you. One night in advance: Happy St. Patrick’s

Day.
May God bless vou all. And may God protect our troops.
Thank you so very much. Thank you. (Applause.)

7:55 PM.EDT

Remarks by President Biden at the Ireland Funds 30th National Gala | The White House



https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/03/16/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-ireland-funds-30th-national-gala/
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The nation’s capital is rolling out the green carpet for Irish visitors.

The carpet pile will be deeper, the welcome warmer against the backdrop of a receding, for now at
least. in the restrictions arising from the Covid-19 pandemic.

This St. Patrick's Day. then, will more resemble 2019 than either 2020 or 2021.

Leading the Irish arrivals will be Taciseach Miched! Martin who will attend several events including
the annual Ireland Funds dinner Wednesday evening, Capital Hill gatherings on Thursday and a
reception hosted by President Biden and First Lady at the White House. The president is also due to
speak at the Ireland Funds dinner.

Biden, Congress Host Irish Visitors (irishecho.com)
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The taoiseach had been due to receive an international leadership award at
the event.

However, when the moment arrived Irish Ambassadaor to the US, Dan Mulhall,
took to the stage and confirmed the positive test.

He said Mr Martin had tested negative but then was re-tested after a member
of his delegation received a positive result.

He said the taciseach had re-tested out of an "abundance of caution™ and
added that he was in "good form™ but very disappeointed.

"It is a sad thing which | have to do which is to deliver the taciseach's speech
on his behalf," he said.

https://www.bbe.co.uk/news/world-europe-60776392)
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Officials said on Wednesday night that they hoped the meeting would go
ahead virtually, but the plans for the Taoiseach’s St Patrick’s Day programme

were thrown into chaos by the news.

Mr Martin was attending the Ireland Funds dinner in the National Building
Museum in Washington on Wednesday night, part of a programme of events
in the US capital this week, when he received the news. Before the news about
the Taoiseach’s positive test, the event was addressed by Mr Biden, who

received a rapturous reception from the 700 guests.

The dinner, held every year on the eve of the Taoiseach’s visit to the oval
Office to meet the US president, is a major event in the Irish-American
political calendar.

In his speech, Mr Biden praised Mr Martin and paid tribute to the links

between Ireland and the US, drawing heavily on the experience of his own
family.

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/st-patrick-s-day-president-biden-meeting-called-off-as-taoiseach-tests-positive-for-covid-1.4829031)



https://www.irishecho.com/2022/3/biden-congress-host-irish-visitors

March 17 2022

While Taoiseach Micheal Martin was briefly in attendance, once he was informed of a positive Covid test, he

abruptly left leaving Irish Ambassador to the US Daniel Mulhall to accept his award from Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelasi.

What was said

"165 years since my great, great grandparents left County Mayo and County Louth to board coffin ships to
cross the Atlantic” Biden told an enthusiastic crowd.

US President Joe Biden speaks passionately about Ireland on the eve of St. Patricks Day - Buzz.ie)


https://www.irishecho.com/2022/3/biden-congress-host-irish-visitors
https://www.buzz.ie/news/world-news/president-joe-biden-speaks-passionately-26493286
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Irish Prime Minister Micheal Martin learned he had tested positive for
COVID-19 Wednesday evening while attending an event with U.S. leaders, including Presider

Joe Biden and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, according to a senior administration official.

Martin — also referred to as Ireland’s taciseach — was attending the Ireland Funds 30th
National Gala at the National Building Museum in Washington when he tested positive, aheac
of planned St. Patrick’s Day celebrations Thursday with U.S. leaders.

The official was not authorized to talk about Martin’s condition and spoke to The Associated

Press on condition of anonymity.

Biden, who spoke briefly at the event, was not deemed a close contact of Martin, White
House spokesman Chris Meagher said. The COVID-19 close call came a day after second

gentleman Doug Emhoff tested positive for the virus.

It was not immediately clear how Martin’s diagnosis would affect the scheduled St. Patrick’s

Day events at the White House.

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/irish-pm-covid-positive_n_6232cf93e4bod39357¢c2c9811)
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Taoiseach tests positive for Covid-19 in Washington (rte.ie)



https://www.rte.ie/news/2022/0317/1286929-taoiseach-covid-washington/
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TODAY

Biden, who spoke at the event, was not in close contact with Martin,
White House spokesman Chris Meagher said. It remains unclear how
the positive diagnosis will affect the White House's plans for St.
Patrick's Day.

The two leaders were set to discuss deepening ties between the U.S.
and Ireland as well as presenting a united response to Russian
President Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine, according to the White

House.

https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2022/03/17/irish-leader-positive-covid-before-st-patricks-day-
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Ireland's Taoiseach Michedl Martin was in attendance at the 800-person,
sold-out event but had to leave early when a precautionary COVID-19 test he
had taken came back positive.

Im his remarks, President Biden, who was welcomed with an enthusiastic
round of applause, addressed the Taoiseach; the two met previoushy when
Biden was Vice President during the Obama administration and Martin was
Ireland’s Minister for Foreign Affairs.

*I look forward to continuing our friendship and discussing our partnership
tomorrow at the White House when we both have come full circle,” the
President said.

"ou're Taoiseach and I'm President; what the hell are we going to do? Biden
quipped, which was met with laughter in the audience. "It's pretty personal
for me."

https://www.irishcentral.com/news/biden-ireland-funds-gala
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Irish Taoiseach Micheal Martin interacted with President Joe Biden, 79, and House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 81, on Wednesday night shortly before he tested positive for
COVID-19.

Biden's contact with Martin, however, did not fall under Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) guidelines for a 'close contact,' a White House
communications aide told DailyMail.com.

The official, however, declined to answer whether the president was tested yet for
coronavirus.

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10623235/Irish-Taoiseach-Michael-Martin-tests-
POSITIVE-COVID-attending-gala-Biden-Pelosi.html1/
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March 17, 2022, 4:5% AM GMT / Source: Reuters
By Phil Helsel and Kelly O'Donnell

Ireland’s prime minister tested positive for Covid-19 on Wednesday

before he interacted with President Joe Biden at a Washington gala.

Biden briefly interacted with the Irish Taciseach, Micheal Martin, at
the Ireland Funds Gala, where both leaders were masked, a source
familiar with the situation said.

Their interaction did not meet the 15-minute close contact definition,
the source said.

Martin left the event after the positive Covid test was returned and is
not experiencing symptoms, the source said.

Irish prime minister, who attended Biden event, tests positive for Covid (nbcnews.com)/
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He appeared via tele conference after last night testing positive for Covid-19
from Blair House, where he is currently staying.

“Lastyear, we met virtually across the Atlantic, this vear we're meeting
virtually across the road,” said Mr Martin.

“So we're getting closer,” laughed Mr Martin.
“Of course, it is unfortunate, but it is no more than that.”
“It reminds us of the importance of the vaccine."

Mr Biden thanked Mr Martin for Ireland taking in over 7,000 Ukrainian
refugees fleeing the war.

“It speaks so loudly about your principles,” he said.

‘This year we're meeting virtually across the road’ — Micheal Martin meets Joe

Biden virtually in the White House - Independent.ie



https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/this-year-were-meeting-virtually-across-the-road-micheal-martin-meets-joe-biden-virtually-in-the-white-house-41457555.html
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https://www.joe.ie/news/taoiseach-covid-positive-744482
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https://www.irishnews.com/news/republicofirelandnews/2022/03/17/news/taoiseach-michea-

l-martin-tests-positive-for-covid-19-in-washington-dc-2616828/
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Che New 1ork Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/17/world/europe/micheal-martin-irish-pm-covid-positive.html
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Irish Prime Minister Micheal Martin tested positive for COVID-19 on
Wednesday night and had to leave an event in Washington, D.C., which he
attended along with President Biden and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

Martin, who was photographed sitting next to Pelosi, was forced to leave
the Ireland Funds 30th National Gala at the National Building Museum
after learning of his positive test, according to Politico.

John Hudson with The Washington Post tweeted that Biden interacted
with Martin, but a White House official told the reporter that Biden was not
considered a "close contact" of the prime minister, meaning he was not
within his vicinity for fifteen or more minutes.

Aolf@spews comes after second gentleman Doug Emhoff tested positive
for COVID-19 on Tuesday, canceling an appearance with Vice President
Harris and Biden for an event on Equal Pay Day.

Irish PM tests positive for COVID-19 during visit to DC | TheHill


https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/598557-irish-pm-tests-positive-for-covid-19-ahead-of-planned-biden-meeting
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Irish Taoiseach, or Prime Minister, Micheal Martin tested positive for COVID-19 and had to abruptly
leave a 5t Patrick's Day celebration at the White House late Wednesday, according to BBC News

and other media reports. Martin was attending the Ireland Fund dinner, at which he was to be

presented an international leadership award, and was seated beside House of Representatives
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and other guests. Martin was replaced by Irish Ambassador to the U.S. Dan
Mulhall, who delivered his speech on his behalf. Martin is not expected to participate in the

traditional shamrock handover ceremony in the Oval Office on Thursday.

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/irish-taciseach-micheal-martin-tests-positive-for-covid-
and-leaves-white-house-st-patricks-day-event-2022-03-1l
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Irish Prime Minister Micheal Martin tested positive for the
coronavirus on Wednesday night, just after interacting with
President Joe Biden at an event.

Martin reportedly learned he tested positive for the coronavirus during the Ireland Fund’s
joth National Gala in Washington, DC. Both Joe Biden and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
attended the event where the president delivered a speech.

Irish PM Tests Positive for Coronavirus After Interacting with Joe Biden (breitbart.com)



https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2022/03/16/irish-prime-minister-tests-positive-coronavirus-interacting-joe-biden/
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Taoiseach will not meet Joe Biden at White House after testing positive for COVID | Newstalk



https://www.newstalk.com/news/taoiseach-will-not-meet-joe-biden-at-white-house-after-testing-positive-for-covid-1322985
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President Joe Biden came into contact with Irish Taoiseach Michel Martin before the Irish leader tested
positive for COVID-19, the Washington Post reported.

Martin received his positive test results at an Ireland Funds National Gala where Biden was also present,
but White House officials told the Post that the two leaders did not have close contact, which the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention define as being within six feet of a person for a cumulative 15 minutes.

The Taoiseach's positive test threw cold water on his St. Patrick’s Day plans, which included a 10:30 am
meeting with Biden in the Oval Office and the yearly St. Patrick's Day Friends of Ireland lunch hosted by
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi on Capitol Hill.

White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki joked in her Tuesday briefing that the Taoiseach's visit with Biden,
who is Irish-American, was going to be the "best day of the year.”

Martin's office said in a statement that the Taoiseach was feeling well and isolating, and that his team was
"exploring alternatives to the in-person programme of events.”

The White House updated Biden's schedule on Thursday morning to make Biden and Martin's scheduled
bilateral meeting a virtual instead of an in-person event.

President Barack Obama, Second Gentleman Doug Emhoff, and a number of House Democratic
lawmakers who attended a policy retreat in Philadelphia over the weekend have also tested positive for
COVID-19 in recent days.

Irish Taoiseach Michéal Martin was at an event with Biden before

he tested positive for COVID-19 | Business Insider Africa


https://africa.businessinsider.com/politics/irish-taoiseach-micheal-martin-was-at-an-event-with-biden-before-he-tested-positive/xwhj78p
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According to a report on the BBC he was informed of the positive test

while attending the Ireland Fund dinner in Washington.

At the time he was sitting alongside House of Representatives Speaker

Nancy Pelosi and other guests.

He had been due to receive an international leadership award at the

event.

Taoiseach Micheal Martin self isolating in Washington after testing positive for

Covid-19 during St Patrick’s Day celebrations | Belfast News Letter



https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2022/03/17/ireland-funds-dinner-biden-micheal-martin/
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POLITICO

Irish Prime Minister Michedl Martin's positive test for Covid-19 scrambled
Washington'’s plans for St. Patrick’s Day and comes amid fresh concerns about

a new wave in the pandemic.

Martin tested positive for Covid on Wednesday night and had to leave the
Ireland Funds Gala event, where he was photographed sitting maskless beside
Speaker Nancy Pelosi. President Joe Biden on Thursday confirmed that he and
Martin also spoke for more than seven minutes at the event.

Pelosi tested negative with a PCR on Thursday, her office said. It was not clear
when Biden would next be tested. But his in-person meeting with Martin slated
for the Oval Office on Thursday became a virtual event instead with the two
leaders speaking via video. The entire Irish delegation was prevented from
visiting the White House because they were considered close contacts with
Martin.

This is the second time in a week that the White House has been touched by
Covid at a moment when it is looking to turn the page on the virus even as

cases begin to climb in parts of the country and surge in Europe.

Covid-positive Irish prime minister leaves event where he sat next to Pelosi -
POLITICO
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Stephen Collins: Irish-US links crucial in
keeping Johnson to his word

Despite commaon front over Ukraine crisis, UK and EU still poles apart on NI protocol

@ about 8 hours ago

The last-minute cancellation of the Taoiseach’s meeting with US president Joe Biden at
the White House on Thursday was very unfortunate for Micheal Martin on a personal
level, but the St Patrick’s Day events in Washington served to highlight the importance
of the US link for Ireland in the ongoing row over the Northern Ireland protocol.

Please subscribe or sign in to continue reading.

https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/stephen-collins-irish-us-links-crucial-in-keeping-johnson-to-
his-word-1.4829701?mode=sample&auth-failed=1&pw-
origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishtimes.com%2Fopinion%2Fstephen-collins-irish-us-links-crucial-
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she will continue regular coronavirus testing after sitting
maskless Wednesday night next to the [rish prime minister, who tested positive for COVID-
19.

Pelosi got a negative PCR test Thursday, administered by the Capitol Attending Physician
and will follow Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance, according to her office.

Pelosi was to give Irish Prime Minister Micheal Martin an award at the Ireland Funds 30th
National Gala Wednesday night but the leader, also known as Ireland'’s Taoiseach, left the
dinner early after getting his positive result back. Pelosi was seated next to him where he
took off his mask to eat, she noted.

Pelosi monitoring health day after she and Biden attended event with COVID-
positive Irish leader | Fox News
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For the second year in a row, President Biden was forced to
forgo the traditional in-person St. Patrick’s Day meeting with
Ireland’s prime minister after the visiting dignitary tested
positive for COVID-19 Wednesday night.

Biden greeted Taciseach Micheal Martin from the Oval Office
Thursday and said he was “deeply sorry for the
inconvenience” before noting the two had briefly interacted
the day before, prior to Martin returning a positive test.

‘| did, at a little distance for seven and a half minutes, get to
see you yesterday and your beautiful wife,” the president
said, referring to the Ireland Funds Gala at the National
Building Museum.

Both leaders had attended the event, which Martin was
forced to leave early after his test result came back.

https://nypost.com/2022/03/17/biden-holds-virtual-meeting-with-irish-pm-after-

dignitarys-positive-covid-test/
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ivBiden shows off Irish roots at Ireland Funds dinner, where things are (mostly)

back to normal - The Washington Post
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Biden cancels in-person event with Irish PM | GMA (goodmorningamerica.com)
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US president Joe Biden has said the home of his emigrant ancestors, was now a leader
on the global stage.

He described the Republic as a “global force in culture and in the arts”.

He added: “Leaders on the world stage, members of the United Nations Security Council,
a country with a past that tugs at our hearts and a future that's going to shape the world.”

Mr Biden, who spoke passionately about his Irish ancestry, also turned his attention to
the conflict in Ukraine and the legacy of the Covid-19 pandemic.

He said that Ireland was the only country in the world that was “nostalgic for the future”.
“But of course, that means dealing with the present.

“In our time we've seen more change and challenges, | believe, than any time in
generations. A once-in-a-century pandemic and economic unease and anxiety, existential
threats, a climate crisis, and what we see today in Ukraing, an unprovoked war of
aggression and just a vicious, vicious, vicious treatment.

Joe Biden says Ireland's future is going to 'shape the world' (breakingnews.ie) Post



https://www.breakingnews.ie/ireland/joe-biden-says-irelands-future-is-going-to-shape-the-world-1275541.html
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Biden interacted with Micheal Martin of Ireland before positive coronavirus test - The Washington Postt
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was seated next to Martin at Wednesday's
Treland Funds 30th National Gala, when he learned of his positive result
over a course of appetizers, but she is still moving forward with her plans t
host the Annual "Friends of Ireland" luncheon on Capitol Hill, which
Martin had been scheduled to attend.

Pelosi tested negative this morning with a PCR test administered by the
Capitol attending physician, according to a source familiar.

"In consultation with the Office of Attending Physician, the Speaker will
continue regular testing and follow CDC guidance. The Friends of Ireland
Lunch today will proceed but without the participation of the Taoiseach,”
her office said in a statement to ABC News.

Irish prime minister's COVID case scrambles St. Patrick's Day plans in Washington - ABC News (go.com),
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US President Joe Biden has said that Ireland has "taken a hit" for
stepping up to help those who are in need as a result of the war in

Ukraine.

In the absence of the Taoiseach, who is self-isolating in Blair Hous
with Covid-19, Ireland's Ambassador in the US Dan Mulhall
represented the country at the Speaker’s Lunch at Capitol Hill, whi

is a part of St Patrick’s Day festivities.

Biden lauds Irish Ukraine response as he meets Martin (rte.ie))
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“It Is a sad thing which | have to do which is to deliver the Taoiseach's speech on his
behalf,” he said.

The Taociseach is now set to virtually meet with President Biden for the traditional
shamrock handover ceremony in the Oval Office.

He was also due to attend a breakfast hosted by Vice President Kamala Harris, but that had

to be cancelled after her husband Doug Emhoff too tested positive.

Taoiseach tests positive for Covid-19_in Washington - Irish America)
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President Biden's virtually met with Irish
prime minister for St. Patrick's Day

March 17, 2022 - 451 PM ET
Heard on All Things Considered

ar. SCOTT DETROW

° 2-Minute Listen o ° 9

The president is taking a moment for a brief bit of joy to celebrate St. Patrick's Day in
the traditional White House way. Expect him to quote the Irish poets and of course

Grandpa Finnegan.

ATLSA CHANG, HOST:

President Biden is facing a crisis in Europe, a Supreme Court confirmation and a still-
lingering pandemic. Amid all of this, Biden made sure to carve out some time today to
celebrate St Patrick's Day, even in the face of yet another COVID curveball. NPR's

Seott Detrow has more.

SCOTT DETROW, BYLINE: Biden's Irish heritage is a core part of his political
identity.

(SOUNDBITE OF SPEECH)

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN: The Irish poet Seamus Heaney once wrote, history sayvs,
don't hope on this side of the grave. But then, once in a lifetime, the longed-for tidal

wave of justice can rise up, and hope and history rhyme.

DETROW?: That was Biden's acceptance speech at the 2020 Democratic National
Convention, a speech Biden delivered to an almost-empty room of socially distanced
reporters. The virtual convention was followed by a mostly erowd-free inauguration
and then a vear at the White House without any state dinners, Easter egg rolls or many
of the other lighter parts of the job. So with pandemic restrictions lifted, the very Irish

Biden seemed very excited to mark St Patrick’s Day.
(SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED RECORDING)
BIDEN: Thank vou. Please.

(APPLAUSE)

BIDEN: Thank you very much.

DETROW?: Last night, Biden spoke at a gala hosted by The Ireland Fund. He shouted-
out just about every Irish American ancestor. He read poems. He name-checked

multiple Irish peninsulas.

President Biden's virtually met with Irish prime minister for St. Patrick's Day : NPR)
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Martin will no longer attend the annual Friends of Ireland luncheon
at the U.S. Capitol, nor will he participate in a White House
shamrock presentation with the president and first lady Jill Biden.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-03-17/irish-premier-tests-
positive-for-covid-19-in-d-c-reports-say
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(CNN) — Irish Prime Minister Micheal Martin, known as the Taoiseach, tested positive for Covid-
19 Wednesday while attending a gala in Washington, DC, that had just been addressed by
President Joe Biden.

Martin left the gathering for The Ireland Funds after his positive result was confirmed, according
to PA Media, a UK-based news agency. Irish Ambassador to the US Daniel Mulhall announced
the results to the room, a person who attended the dinner told CNN.

A White House official said Biden is not considered a close contact of Martin. The pair was set to
hold a bilateral meeting at the White House on Thursday, but the official said the schedule will be

changed.

CNN has reached out to Martin's office and the Irish Embassy in Washington for comment.

In a photo posted online by the Press Association, Martin is seen sitting next to House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi at the event. CNN reached out to Pelosi's office for comment.

Biden spent less than an hour at the gala and was not seen by a CNN producer in attendance in

close proximity to the Taoiseach.

Biden gave his 15-minute remarks from a lectern slightly away from the guests seated in the hall
and left shortly after for the White House.

Martin became the Taoiseach in June 2020. The Irish leader typically has a standing invitation to
the White House on St. Patrick's Day, which is Thursday. Last year, Biden and Martin met virtually
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

As he opened his remarks Wednesday, Biden referenced a meeting between him and Martin
when Biden was the US vice president and Martin was the Irish foreign minister.

"We both have come full circle — you're Taoiseach and I'm President. What the hell are we going
to do?" Biden said.

Irish Taoiseach abruptly leaves DC gala attended by Biden after testing positive for Covid - CNN
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Taoiseach Micheal Martin has tested positive for Covid-19. It means he will be un-
able to meet US President Joe Biden in person later today as part of the traditional
shamrock ceremony.

Via PA

Just before the positive Covid-19 test result was confirmed, Mr
Martin had been listening to remarks from US President Joe Biden, who ad-
dressed the dinner on Wednesday evening.

My Biden had welcomed the Taoiseach to Washington and said he was look-
ing forward to renewing their friendship on Thursday.

Mr Biden, who was greeted with a lengthy round of applause and repeated
cheers from the audience, was in fine spirits as he addressed the gathering.

IRain On His Parade | Broadsheet.ie
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Pelosi Says She’ll Honor Ukraine—With a Bono Poetry Reading (thedailybeast.com)



https://www.thedailybeast.com/nancy-pelosi-says-shell-honor-ukraine-with-a-bono-poetry-reading-at-friends-of-ireland-luncheon
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Biden expresses desire to visit Ireland again | Impartial Reporter
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US president Joe Biden has said the home of his emigrant ancestors, was now a

leader on the global stage.
He described the Republic as a “global force in culture and in the arts”.

He added: “Leaders on the world stage, members of the United Nations Security
Council, a country with a past that tugs at our hearts and a future that's going to

shape the world.”

Mr Biden, who spoke passionately about his Irish ancestry, also turned his
attention to the conflict in Ukraine and the legacy of the Covid-19 pandemic.

He said that Ireland was the only country in the world that was “nostalgic for the

future”.

“But of course, that means dealing with the present.

Joe Biden says Ireland's future is going to 'shape the world' (echolive.ie)er



https://www.impartialreporter.com/news/national/20001947.biden-expresses-desire-visit-ireland/
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Two of them at least did not pass off without incident.

The first was when he stumbled over the words ‘cead mile failte' — one of

the best known stock phrases in the Irish language.

That was in an address to the 30th National Gala of the Irish Funds
(which describes itself as “a global philanthropic network established in
1976 to promote and support peace, culture, education and community

development”).

WATCH: Joe Biden’s St Patrick’s address where he fumbles arguably the best-known
Irish language phrase (and implies the Irish are stupid)_| Belfast News Letter)



https://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/national/watch-joe-bidens-st-patricks-address-where-he-fumbles-arguably-the-best-known-irish-language-phrase-and-implies-the-irish-are-stupid-3617243
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Joe Biden rounded off the St Patrick’s Day celebrations in Washington with an emphatic warning that the

Good Friday Agreement “cannot change’.

Appearing at the traditional shamrock ceremony in the White House, Mr Biden made an impassioned plea
that the Good Friday Agreement be protected amid the ongoing back-and-forth between the UK and the EU

over post-Brexit arrangements for Northern Ireland.

US President Joe Biden, speaking while Taciseach Michedl Martin appeared virtually due to a Covid-positive
test, directly addressed the ongoing negotiations over the Northern Ireland Protocol and the political

instability in the region.

Speaking about the relationship between Ireland and the US, he said: “Our nations both are deeply committed
to protecting the hard-won gains of peace in Northern Ireland. The Good Friday Agreement has been the

foundation of peace and prosperity in Northern Ireland for nearly 25 years.

References to Irish poets pepper many of his speeches, with Mr Biden choosing to namecheck the late Eavan

Boland during a speech at the Ireland Funds Gala dinner in Washington on Wednesday evening.

It was at the same event that the Taoiseach was notified of the positive Covid-19 result just as he was due to

speak.
Mr Martin appeared in good spirits during his appearance on-screen.

A Dublin government spokesperson said earlier vesterday that the Taoiseach was “feeling well”

Good Friday Agreement ‘cannot change', Biden warns at St Patrick's Day event - The Irish News


https://www.irishnews.com/news/republicofirelandnews/2022/03/18/news/good-friday-agreement-cannot-change-biden-warns-at-st-patrick-s-day-event-2617842/
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During a virtual St Patrick’s Day meeting with the taciseach, Mr Biden
reaffirmed the US administration’s “unequivocal support” for the

agreement.

Mr Biden, who identifies deeply with his own Irish heritage, was seated

beside a traditional bowl of shamrock during the bilateral meeting.

He quoted Irish poet WB Yeats as he described the impact the Russian

invasion of Ukraine has had on the world.

Biden thanked for US support for peace deal | Belfast News Letter



https://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/politics/biden-thanked-for-us-support-for-peace-deal-3616697

March 18 2022

White House officials said that during Wednesday night’s gala, Biden and Martin
EEEEEEEEEEEERESR

were not in close contact, which the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
defines as being within 6 feet of someone for at least 15 minutes.

Mulhall said on Twitter that he had accepted a leadership award for Martin
Wednesday at the gala for the Ireland Funds in Washington, an event that Biden
and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi also attended.

“I filled in for the Taoiseach after he tested positive for #Covid19,” he wrote, using
the Irish word for the country’s leader. “I wish the Taoiseach well for his recovery.”

Irish journalists traveling with Martin’s delegation reported that he had attended
the early part of the gala, and photos from the event appeared to show him seated
next to Pelosi.

With a flurry of high-profile coronavirus cases, Washington is again on edge | World

News,The Indian Express



https://indianexpress.com/article/world/with-a-flurry-of-high-profile-coronavirus-cases-washington-is-again-on-edge-7825718/
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Good Friday Agreement ‘cannot change’, President Biden warns St Patrick’s Day event - Kildare Now



https://www.kildarenow.com/news/national-news/769655/good-friday-agreement-cannot-change-president-biden-warns-st-patricks-day-event.html
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Taoiseach says Biden 'can't wait to come back to Ireland' but no date set for visit | Covid- - Joe Biden

(headtopics.com)



https://headtopics.com/ie/taoiseach-says-biden-can-t-wait-to-come-back-to-ireland-but-no-date-set-for-visit-24884149
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There was sympathy aplenty for Micheal Martin at the Ireland Funds annua!
dinner at the National Building Museum in Washington on Wednesday nigh
as the 800-strong attendance digested the seared beef cutlets and the news
that the Taoiseach had tested positive for Covid-1g and had gone into
isolation.

Earlier the Taoiseach and his officials were whisked away quickly through th
forest of tables and tuxedoed guests that filled the giant auditorium,
prompting fevered speculation at the press tables that he had joined Preside
Biden — who had just been given a rousing reception for a speech that
rewalked the highroads and byroads of his Irish heritage — for an impromph
meeting.

When Speaker of the House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi explained the
Taoiseach’s absence by suggesting he was on a call with “world leaders”, the
speculation pivoted to Ukraine; could he be discussing a breakthrough with

EU leaders — or a drastic escalation by Russia®?

The truth, alas, was more prosaic. Dan Mulhall, the Irish ambassador to
Washington, mounted the podium and explained that despite turning in a
negative test in a routine Covid test earlier, the Taoiseach had been retested
he left for the dinner because a “member of the wider delegation” had tested
positive. As the Taoiseach sat chewing the fat with Pelosi, the news came
through that the second test was positive.

‘God love him’: Sympathy for the Taoiseach as Washington trip affected by Covid (irishtimes.com)



https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/god-love-him-sympathy-for-the-taoiseach-as-washington-trip-affected-by-covid-1.4830415
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Ireland has ‘stepped up’ since war in Ukraine — Biden | The Independent


https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/joe-biden-irish-northern-ireland-ukraine-micheal-martin-b2038384.html
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One would have excused Biden if he cut short the Irish frippery and spent
March 17th hunkered down in the Situation Room during a period when the
world is holding its breath and the specter of nuclear war has suddenly
reappeared.

But perhaps Biden needed his own release valve to ease the incredible
tension he currently lives under.

Only one other president, another Irish American, John F. Kennedy has faced
such existential pressure as having to deal with a potential nuclear launch
crisis. To put this in perspective experts say 35 million Americans would die
within the first hour after a nuclear attack on a major US city.

Joe Biden faces his JFK moment as nuclear fears rise (irishcentral.com)



https://www.irishcentral.com/opinion/niallodowd/joe-biden-jfk-moment-nuclear-fears
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A quiet word in the taoiseach’s ear throws Washington trip into turmoil | Ireland | The Sunday Times

(thetimes.co.uk)



https://www.npr.org/2022/03/17/1087316982/president-bidens-virtually-met-with-irish-prime-minister-for-st-patricks-day?t=1647606551252
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/a-quiet-word-in-the-taoiseachs-ear-throws-washington-trip-into-turmoil-5qgmlz38d
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Securing a bi-lateral free trade agreement with the US has been a high priority
for the UK zince it left the European Union. However the Biden

administration had indicated that its focus was on its domestic agenda.

US media has reported recently that the Biden administration now wants to
strengthen economic ties with friendly nations in light of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine and China’s growing influence in setting rules and standards for

global trade and technology

A US/UK trade accord has, however, been complicated by concerns among
senior political figures in the US Congress about the Northern Ireland border
and any moves by the British government that could undermine the Good
Friday agreement.

Only last Wednesday at the Ireland Funds gala dinner on the eve of St
Patrick’s Day, House of Representatives speaker Nancy Pelosi warned that if
the Northern Ireland border “hardened”, there would be no US-UK trade deal.

Under US law trade agreements are negotiated by the administration.

However they must be ratified by Congress.

US and UK start talks on deepening trade and investment links (irishtimes.com))



https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/a-quiet-word-in-the-taoiseachs-ear-throws-washington-trip-into-turmoil-5qgmlz38d
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Marion Mckeone: Not even a Covid diagnosis can dampen Irish spirits after a
successful week in DC | Business Post



https://www.businesspost.ie/world-extra/marion-mckeone-not-even-a-covid-diagnosis-can-dampen-irish-spirits-after-a-successful-week-in-dc-cfcfc9a0
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During the events this week in Washington, each speech Biden delivered paid tribute to his
ancestors who hailed from Mayvo and Louth. He recalled stories of his much-cherished trips
back to the homeland over the vears, and of his yvearnings to pay another visit soon.

‘T'm Irish’
In the past, Biden has even told a BBC reporter “I'm Irish”.

But paddyvwhackery aside, how useful is it to have a man with Irish roots in the White House
when the goings get tough for Ireland?

.................. continues

Bovle pointed out that Pelosi is not an Irish American, “but has very close links to this issue
since the 19805,

“She spoke about it quite bluntly at the Ireland Funds dinner, as well as again at the annual
speakers luncheon. So that is enormously, enormously helpful,” said Boyle.

Most 'Irish' president since JFK: Biden in the White House 'enormously helpful' to Ireland (thejournal.ie)


https://www.thejournal.ie/northern-ireland-joe-biden-5715277-Mar2022/
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Paul Murnaghan, president of the Northern Ireland Chamber, represented
business in the province during last week’s US celebrations.

While there was no First or Depury First Ministers to represent the province in
Washington, DUP Economy Minister Gordon Lyons and Finance Minister
Conor Murphy did attend.

The Chamber president said that the absence of a fully-functioning Executive
in Northern Ireland meant that there is a lack of the “stability” craved by
business.

However, he said the two ministers “were doing as much as they could and
clearly trving to create that stability piece which is so important for any society
and especially for those who are considering investment”.

But he would not comment on whether he felt any frustration at seeing the pair
in action in the US while there is not full power sharing at home.

“I'm going to leave the politics to the politicians. They have their job to do,” Mr
Murnaghan said.

“I guess from an economic perspective and a Northern Ireland Chamber
perspective, we will stand to help them in whatever way we can to get past the
challenges that they currently have.

Northern Ireland Protocol ‘front of mind’ in Washington - BelfastTelegraph.co.uk



https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/northern-ireland/ni-protocol-front-of-mind-in-washington-41469149.html
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