
MUSIC GENERATION

following six extraordinary years  
revolutionizing the landscape for  
performance music education in 
ireland, music generation has embarked 
on an exciting new phase of expansion. 

from 2017, ireland’s national music education program will be established 

in new areas of the country, creating access to inspiring encounters and 

transformative music-making experiences for thousands more children and 

young people.

the music generation
revolution: phase two
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was launched in january, when an open national call was announced for music 

education partnerships to apply for phase 2 of music generation. 

 this new phase has been made possible as a result of further philanthropic in-

vestment by u2 and the ireland funds, to build on the strengths of music genera-

tion’s first six years, broaden its reach and impact, and work towards the ultimate 

goal of universal access to music tuition for every child and young person.

 furthermore, the long-term future of phase 2 has been secured through a 

commitment by the department of education and skills to sustainably co-fund the 

program from 2020 onwards. 

“We’re so proud of Music Generation’s great achievement – and the 

government’s commitment is so important – in bringing this program 

to 38,000+ children across the country. The sky is the limit over the next 

five years.” – Adam Clayton, U2

this pioneering model of public-private partnership between philanthropy, the 

irish government and local music education partnerships will ensure lasting 

outcomes for u2 and the ireland fund’s most recent philanthropic gift, and a 

brighter musical future for our next ‘music generation’.

the next chapter in this remarkable success story 

Young musicians from Music Generation Laois with U2’s 

Adam Clayton and Minister for Education and Skills  

Richard Bruton T.D. at the launch of Phase 2 of Ireland’s  

national performance music education program in January, 

2017. This next phase of MUSIC GENERATION will enable  

access to music tuition for thousands more children and 

young people in new areas of Ireland over the next five years.
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“Much has been learned from our journey so far – about the quality 
of musical experience for children/young people, about engaged part-
nership working, about innovation and about the multiple dimensions 
of performance music education. As a learning and development or-
ganisation built on partnership, from 2016 - 2021 we look forward to 

continuing to strengthen our work with a renewed sense of enquiry, to 
embedding a strong culture of reflection and, most especially, to align-
ing our learning in order to continue to achieve positive musical out-
comes for children/young people.” — Music Generation Strategic Plan, 
2016 - 2021

Music Generation reached a significant milestone in 2016 when it  
published the outcomes of a two-year research partnership with St.  
Patrick’s College (DCU). 
 The document, titled Possible Selves in Music, challenges  
traditional thinking about music education and opens up a wealth of 
knowledge to all who are interested in bringing music into children and 
young people’s lives.  
 “The concept of possible selves in music is a powerful one that 
conveys the transformational potential for children and young people’s 
meaning-making experiences in music.”– ‘Possible Selves in Music’, 2016
 Launched on a global stage at the International Society for Music 
Education (ISME) Conference in Glasgow, and nationally at the  
Annual Conference of the Society for Music Education in Ireland, the 
research looks at how a new approach to music education can achieve 
truly powerful and positive outcomes for children and young people. 
 

“What is at the heart of Music Generation is strategically leveraging the 
best outcomes for children and young people, personally and socially 
within vibrant communities, which have music as part of their fabric.”  
– ‘Possible Selves in Music’, 2016
 By working ‘in-the-field’ alongside the local partnerships involved, 
the research investigated how Music Generation is enabling thousands 
of children and young people in Ireland to reach their potential and 
experience transformation through music.
 Possible Selves in Music was commissioned by the Board of Music  
Generation in 2013. The research was carried out by Postdoctoral Research  
Fellow Dr. Thomas Johnston and Principal Investigator to the project, Dr.  
Patricia Flynn (DCU). 
 The research document is available to download free of charge 
from www.musicgeneration.ie 

MUSIC GENERATION

a new five-year strategic plan will guide music generation 

on the next stage of its journey.  

landmark research reveals a groundbreaking new model 

for performance music education



An ensemble of 14 Young Ambassadors from Sligo and Donegal 
wowed delegates at the ISME Glasgow Conference in July 2016 when 
they performed their own original compositions to mark the launch 
of the Music Generation research document, Possible Selves in Music.
 The ensemble, formed especially for this significant  
performance opportunity, included young musicians ages 14 to 19 
who worked together with a skilled professional musician team  
to develop a dynamic 30-minute program fusing genres and styles 
including traditional Irish music, rock and pop. 
 “It’s very unique because you get to learn so many different 
skills, you get to perform with other musicians, you get to perform 
at big venues, you get to perform for family and friends, which gives 
you confidence, and you get to make friends.”– Music Generation 
Young Ambassador
 

Their set included ‘Time Travel’, a track written and recorded by the 
young Donegal musicians as part of the ‘Soundwaves’ project in 2015 
(funded under the Music Generation/Arts Council Partnership), as 
well as ‘The Three Wishes’, an original composition by the group 
from Music Generation Sligo.
 “This was a very rewarding and enjoyable experience for me 
and I’m proud to have represented Ireland along with the others in 
my group. I made new friends and we all had loads of fun rehearsing 
and performing at the Piping Centre in Glasgow… I found this trip 
and the rehearsals so educational and I have learned lots from it.”  
– Music Generation Young Ambassador
 In addition, the ensemble premiered two brand new pieces—
‘Synerjig’ and ‘Generation Music’—which received a rousing, 
standing ovation from the audience of international musicians and 
educators.
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reach + impact highlights from 2016

 38,000 children and young people reached 

 350  employment opportunities 

 610  tuition centers 

 12  instrument banks

 51,000  tuition hours  99  different programs across all genres of music

 6,800  musical instruments for young musicians

 from six Music Generation partnerships 

 performed live to a crowd of hundreds at Fleadh 

 Cheoil na hÉireann, Ennis in County Clare 

 last August. 

 travelled to Sitges, Barcelona in October to share 

 their wonderful traditional Irish music-making 

 with international audiences at the Creative 

 Connexions Festival.

 Offaly and Westmeath treated guests at the 

 US Ambassador’s Residence, Dublin, to a 

 choral repertoire of festive favorites as part 

 of The Ireland Funds Young Leaders Annual 

 Reception 2016. 

“we are the next generation” 
music generation young ambassadors shine on a global stage


