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music education for 
children across ireland

music generation is now active in six counties

across ireland. today, choirs, orchestras, bands,

rock schools, and music labs, encompassing 

all styles of music, are being established thanks 

to music generation. 
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what is music generation?
Music Generation is a wonderful opportunity to ensure

that the next generation is a musical generation. 

Ireland’s new National Music Education Programme,

MUSIC GENERATION, which was initiated by Music 

Network and funded by U2 and The Ireland Funds, 

is now helping thousands of children and young 

people access performance music education (vocal

and instrumental) in their own locality. U2 has donated 

€5 million and The Ireland Funds are raising another

€2 million in support. 
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at the 2012 worldwide ireland funds conference, supporters had the opportunity to meet a

group of young musicians at the north mon in cork city to hear first-hand the music that the

program was making possible. the inclusive ensemble was made up of professional musicians from

ucc, cit, musicians from community music initiatives, and young people with special needs who

performed using soundbeam®—a device that uses sensor technology to translate body 

movement into digitally generated sound. they performed an original composition written by 

cillian mcsweeney, a young man with cerebral palsy who uses soundbeam® and an ipad to compose

musical scores. those ireland fund supporters who witnessed the day’s performance came away

touched not only by the beauty of the music, but by the talent and determination of the group. 

Cillian’s original composition was performed for visitors from The Worldwide Ireland Funds Conference in Cork
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Q. Cillian, have you always had an interest in music? 
As a composer, how does music affect your life?

A. I have always loved listening to music. As a child, I would
watch music videos and listen to CDs all day long. I attended a
school for physical needs in Cork called Lavanagh where I first
dabbled in writing lyrics and completed my first Fetac Level 3
in music appreciation. I found for the first time in my life 
I could express myself through writing lyrics. I joined Gráinne
McHale in SoundOUT, and with her help and encouragement
I came to see that I had a talent for this. She introduced me to
Soundbeam® and I was able to perform alongside other 
musicians to different styles of music, which was exciting as I
am disabled as well as nonverbal. I had just never imagined
there was another world out there! When I hear my name I feel
proud of myself. I still have to pinch myself when I am 
introduced as a “composer.” Since I began composing, I find
that I listen more intently to the words of the songs, especially
if the song has any relevance to me or my life.

Q.How did you learn about Music Generation?
A. Gráinne introduced me to Music Generation and 
informed me of this exciting new initiative that would help
young people to have access to music education in our own 
locality. It means a lot to have such an organization. Last year
I wrote a song called “Equal” and was in the Knocknaheeney
Youth Music Initiative, a band of young musicians in a local
community who put music to my lyrics with the added bonus
of me using Soundbeam® as an instrument. We even got to 
perform in the Áras for President McAleese. It was followed
by some interviews in our local papers and I was on the local
TV news; it was all very exciting.

Q.What has Music Generation done for your musical training
and education?
A. Music Generation has given me the opportunity to 
perform my music locally. With the support of Music Gener-
ation, I can now access other training such as one-to-one
songwriting lessons. This has meant a lot to me. I have also
just started to write my own music with an iPad and application
called Garageband. I struggle a bit as I can only use a head
pointer to access the iPad. It is hard work but I love it and it

will help me achieve my dream: to write and/or perform my
music with someone famous. I want to show people what can
be done with determination. 

Q. You had the opportunity to perform an original composition
in front of visiting donors from The Ireland Funds during the 
Worldwide Ireland Funds Conference in Cork. What was that like?
A. That was a fantastic day! I usually get very nervous before
a performance, but on that particular day, there was a warm
feeling from the audience. I could feel they were enjoying it as
much as we were. I was the last to perform when Grainne 
introduced me as the “composer” as well as a musician; 
I thought I would burst with pride. I loved every bit of that 
performance and wished I could go on playing. The reaction
from the visitors was amazing and it will go down as one of my
proudest moments.

Q.Where do you see your music education going? 
What are your plans for the future?

A. Now that Music Generation is on board, I feel confident
that the resources will be there in order for me to continue
with my music education. With big names like U2 and The 
Ireland Funds behind it, it’s going to make such a difference.
It will open up a whole new world to young musicians in 
Ireland. It can only encourage others like myself who may not
have access to music because of their disabilities. Music 
Generation Ireland has helped to show the world that everyone
is equal and deserves an opportunity to express themselves
through music. 

Q. Anything else you’d like to share?
A. I have been working the lyrics and music for a new song
that I’m excited about. I hope to record it in the autumn. I must
mention another very important person in my life—my 
personal assistant, Brian. He has been with me from the start
of my music career and has become a very special friend to me
and my family. He has helped me to start up a new venture
called Cork Music Zone, an outlet run by volunteers to help
young musicians. We just got news that Music Generation 
has donated an amplifier to get us started and I want to say 
“thank you.”

here, cillian mcsweeney, one of the day’s performers and the composer of “equal”, shares

thoughts on his work and the difference that music generation is making to his musical life.
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EQUAL by Cillian McSweeney

Equal Judging people
Equal everyone’s the same
Equal everyone’s equal 
Got a lot more to give so get on with the game 
Look into your heart
Change the way you see me
Don’t judge me from the start
Try to get to know me 
What do you say, what do you say when I turn away
What do you say, what do you say...say it to my face
Try to get to know me try to get to know me 
…know me


