Standing UP

for Alof Ireland’s Children

THE IRELAND FUNDS ARE HELPING
BELONG TO YOUTH SERVICES
COMBAT HOMOPHOBIC BULLYING.
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It is estimated that there are over 60,000 Lesbian, Gay.
Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) young people living
Homophobic bullying continues to in Ireland today. While attitudes are changing through

education, it can still be a terribly isolating and vulnerable time

be a society-wide issue...and the
in an Irish teenager’s life. BeLonG To Youth Services is an

link between it and suicide sends a organisation for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered

clear message that this trend must (LGBT) young people, aged between 14, and 23. It provides direct
youth work services to these LGBT young people in Dublin and
be reversed. By working together... supports LGBT youth groups all around the country.
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The Ireland Funds have provided a grant to assist BeLonG

we carn overcome the bias and hos- To with their work to combat LGBT bullying, in the hopes that

tﬂi‘[y experienced by many young Ireland continues to become a safer and more welcoming place
for all young people.
gay peOple throughout the country. Michael Nanci Barron, CEO of BeLonG To said, “We were

delighted to receive support from The Ireland Funds. The grant

NO one ShOU]-d have to SUffer oIl means that we can bring our Stand Up! Don't Stand for Homopho-
account Of their SeXLlC[l orientation " bic Bullying campaign into every school in Ireland for another

year. The campaign has been a huge success so far and has been

— President of Ireland Mary McAleese, 2008 commended by Ireland’s Minister for Education Ruairi Quinn.
It is so important to us that this grant comes now, because the
demand for our services has more than doubled in 2010, while
at the same time our government funding was cut back by 20%.
We simply cannot meet the urgent needs of young people,
parents and schools without these significant new investments.
It makes all the difference.”

By working with other youth services, creating awareness
campaigns and advocating with government departments in
Ireland, BeLonG To has been a catalyst there in changing
attitudes and creating awareness around the long term effects
that bullying can have on LGBT youth. In addition, they offer a
place where teens can have the benefit of peer-to-peer
counseling and professional services in a safe environment.

Most recently, the organization produced the “Stand Up!”
Campaign that urged not only people in Ireland, but around the
world, to stand up and speak out against acts of homophobic
bullying. Their Stand Up! video—a short piece about a young gay
Irish couple and the school friends who ultimately advocate for
them—received over 226,000 views on YouTube in the first four
days it was posted.

The Ireland Funds salute the work of BeLonG To and sup-
port them in their mission to help LGBT youth realize their full

potential as theylive in Ireland and make their way in the world.

Research in
Ireland has -
shown that -

among LGBT .
youth: .
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Aodhdn - age 20

Sean — age 20



Patrick — age 18

"I was bullied in school. It was
disheartening to be bullied in
front of teachers who didn’t do
anything about it. I realize it
wasn't because they didn't
care, but because they didn't
have any training on how
to deal with the situation. I
challenged my school at the
top level but the bullying
continued and I eventually left
school early. It was BeLonG To
that finally helped me. Today.
I'm continuing my education
and I'm in college. “
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Ruth —age 19
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